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Brronr THE
POSTAL REGULATORY COMM ISSION

WASH I NGTON, D.C. 20268-0001

ln the Matter of:
Santa Monica Post Office
Santa Monica, California 90401
(Congressman Henry A.
Waxman, Petitioner)

Docket No.42013-1

MOTION OF UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
TO DISMISS PROCEEDINGS

(October 19,2012)

This matter commenced with a letter received by the Postal Regulatory

Commission that purports to invoke its jurisdiction under 39 U.S.C. S 404(d) to

consider an appeal of an alleged Postal Service decision to discontinue the

Santa Monica Main Post Office.l As described in the Postal Service's

notifications provided to customers, the Santa Monica Post Office is being

relocated; not discontinued.2 The Postal Service has consistently maintained

that the scope of section 404(dX5) is limited to the discontinuance of a Post

Office, and does not apply to the relocation of a Post Office; since the Santa

Monica Post Office continues to operate and will continue to exist it is not

undergoing discontinuance. Because the Petitioner's appeal concerns the

relocation of a Post Office, an event that falls outside the scope of 39 U.S.C. $

404(dX5), and separately because the Petition itself is legally insufficient to

t Petltion for Review Received from Henry A. Waxman Regarding the Santa Monica, CA Post
Office 90401, PRC Docket No. 42013-1 (October 9,2012).
2 

See Exhibit 1 , Notice of Approval (August 17,2012), Dear Customer Letter (August 17,2012),
and Press Release (August 17,2012).
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invoke jurisdiction,3 the Commission lacks subject matter jurisdiction and should

dismiss the appeal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

By means of Order No. 1491 (October 10,2012), the Commission

docketed correspondence from Congressman Henry A. Waxman, assigning

Docket No. 42013-1 as an appeal pursuant to 39 U.S.C. S 404(d). ln

accordance with Order No. 1491, the Postal Service is filing this responsive

pleading.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Santa Monica is a community located in western Los Angeles County in

the state of California. On June 26, 2012, the Postal Service notified customers

of its proposal to relocate the Santa Monica Main Post Office, located al1248 Sth

St., to the Santa Monica Carrier Annex, located at 1653 7th St.4 The Carrier

Annex is located less than one mile from the Main Post Office, and currently

does not offer retail service or Post Office Box delivery. The notices issued by

the Postal Service also informed customers that written comments would also be

accepted until August3,2012 and that such comments could be mailed to the

Pacific Facilities Service Office in San Francisco, California. On July 19,2012, a

public meeting was held to explain the Postal Service's proposal to customers

and provide the community with the opportunity to comment. On August 17,

2012, customers of the Santa Monica Main Post Office were notified that the Los

3 Th" Petition does not state that that Petitioner is a customer served by the affected Post Office
as the statute requires. 39 U.S.C. S 404(dX5).
4 

See Exhibil2, Dear Customer Letter (June 26,2012), Press Release (June 26,2012), and
Notice of Public Meeting and Comment Period (June 26, 2012).
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Angeles District of the Postal Service received approval to relocate retail

operations from the Santa Monica Main Post Office, to the Santa Monica Carrier

Annex.s Customers were also notified at this time that they had 15 days

(September 3,2012) to appeal the Postal Service's decision.

On October 4,2012, Mr. Tom Samra, Vice President of Facilities, issued a

revised final decision letter stating that the Postal Service was relocating the

Santa Monica Post Office, located aT 1248 sth St., to the Santa Monica Carrier

Annex, located at 1653 7th St., which is less than one mile away from the Main

Post Office. See Exhibit 3. The final decision addressed the following three

major concerns raised by organizations and customers of the Santa Monica Post

Office: (1) impact on historic resources; (2) the process used in connection with a

relocation; and (3) negative impact the relocation of the Santa Monica Post Office

might have on the community. See /d. The final decision recognized that the

building housing the Santa Monica Post Office is eligible for listing in the National

Register of Historic Places. However, the Postal Service concluded that Section

106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NPHA) did not apply to the

relocation action because the relocation of retail services is not an "undertaking"

within the meaning of Section 106. Further, the final decision explained that the

relocation of retail services neither alters the character of the Santa Monica Post

Office building nor changes the use that can be made of the property. See /d.

Mr. Samra also explained to customers that the proposed action constituted a

relocation rather than a discontinuance and that customers will continue to have

5 
See Exhibit 1
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the same level of access to services after retail seruice is transferred to the

Carrier Annex. See /d

Additionally, upon relocation, customers of the Santa Monica Main Post

Office may obtain postal services at the Santa Monica Carrier Annex, and

through http://www.USPS.com/ and other alternate access options, including

eleven stamp consignment sites and a Contract Postal Unit (CPU) within one

mile of the Santa Monica Main Post Office's historic and historical location. See

Exhibit 4 (printout from www.usps.com) and USPS powerpoint slide.6

ARGUMENT

This matter raises the question of whether the Postal Regulatory

Commission has jurisdiction to consider an appeal of the physical relocation of

retail services Petitioner's appeal is not within the scope of the Commission's

jurisdiction under 39 U.S.C. S 404(d) and in any event was not filed by a

customer of that office as the law requires. Section 404(d) does not apply to a

relocation of operations at a postal retail facility. See Order No. 448, Order

Dismissing Appeal, PRC Docket No. A201O-2, Steamboaf Spnngs, Colorado

(April 27,2010) (ruling that the transfer of retail operations to a facility within the

same community constituted a relocation or rearrangement of facilities, and 39

U.S.C. S 404(d) did not apply); PRC Order No. 696, PRC Docket No. 486-13,

Wellfteet, Massachusetts 02662 (June 10, 1986) (same where new location was

1.2 miles away from the former location); Order No. 436, PRC Docket No. 482-

10, Oceana Station (June 25, 1982) (same where new location was four miles

6 E"hibit 4 uses the term "Post Office" for retail units staffed by postal employees, thus including
stations, branches and Post Offlces.
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away from the former location). Section 404(d) of Title 39, U.S. Code, and

implementing Postal Service regulations provide that an appeal under those

provisions must concern a "discontinuance", which is defined to embrace both

"closings" and "consolidations". See Handbook PO-101 SS 111,112.1 &

Appendix A. None of these concepts applies here, as a "closing" involves the

permanent discontinuance of a Postal Service operated retail facility "without

providing a replacement facility in the community.' ld. A "consolidation" also has

not occurred here, as that term is narrowly confined to an action that replaces a

"Postal Service-operated retail facility with a contractor-operated retail facility."

td.

The process for relocating retail operations within the same community is

governed by 39 C.F.R. S 241.4; that process was followed to its completion.

Accordingly, as a matter of law, the relief requested by the Petitioner is not

available to Petitioner and should be denied.

ln previous cases, the Commission has consistently concluded that a

particular action affecting a postal retail facility constitutes relocation exempt from

39 U.S.C. S 404(d) if both the current site and the proposed future site of the

retail facility reside in the same community. For instance, in 1982, the

Commission upheld a Postal Service determination to close the Oceana Station

in Virginia Beach as part of an overall plan to rearrange postal retail and delivery

operations within the Virginia Beach community. The plan included the future

establishment of a new retail facility within Virginia Beach and four miles away
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from the site of Oceana Station.T Residents served by Oceana Station claimed

that the change in retail operations qualified as a discontinuance under 39 U.S.C.

S 404(d). ln rejecting their claim, the Commission opined that in enacting Section

404(d), "Congress intended to permit the Postal Service to rely on less formal

decision-making, and correspondingly, to give the Commission no jurisdiction to

hear appeals of such decisions, when considering where retail facilities are to be

located within the community." Order No. 436, PRC Docket No. A82-10, Oceana

Station, at 7 (June 25,1982).

Following its decision in Oceana Station, the Commission provided further

guidance when dismissing an appeal of the relocation of the Post Office in

Wellfleet, Massachusetts. ln that proceeding, the Postal Service had decided to

move the Wellfleet Post Office from the center of the village of Wellfleet to a

shopping center development approximately 1.2 miles away. The petitioners in

that proceeding contended that the new location was actually within the

neighboring village of South Wellfleet.s The Commission upheld the Postal

Service position and characterized the Postal Service's action as a relocation

outside the scope of Section 404(d). The Commission explained:

lf our record shows that the Postal Service is only relocating a

[P]ost [O]ffice within a community, section 404([d]) does not apply
and we must dismiss the appeal, since we have no jurisdiction.
Section 404([d]) sets up a formal public decision[-]making process
for only two types of actions concerning [P]ost [O]ffices - closing or
consolidation. The meaning of "closing a [P]ost [O]ffice" as used in

the statute is the elimination of a [P]ost [O]ffice from a community.

t tne City of Virginia Beach is relatively large at 307 square miles. See
http://www.vbgov.com/file_source/depUcomiUDocumenVvb-facts-and-figures.pdf.I Wellfleet and South Wellfleet are both villages within the Town of Wellfleet,
Massachusetts. Given that village boundaries were unclear, the Commission held that
Wellfleet involved a relocation rather than a discontinuance.
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The Postal Service has the authority to relocate a [P]ost lO]ffice
within a community without following the formal section 404([d])
proceedings.

PRC Order No. 696, PRC Docket No. 486-13, Wellfleet, Massachuseffs 02667

(June 10, 1986) at 7 (internal citations omitted).

Further, in 2007, the Commission received an appeal relating to the Postal

Service's decision to decommission the Ecorse Branch facility and open a new

facility 1.7 miles away. ln dismissing this appeal, the Commission concluded that

"in light of offering retail services at the new facility and its close proximity to the

Ecorse Branch, the community was not losing access to postal services and that

the Postal Service's actions did not amount to a closing subject to section 404(d)

review."e PRC Order No. 37, PRC Docket No. A2007-1, Ecorse C/assl/?ed

Branch (October 9,2007) at6-7.

More recently, the Commission dismissed two appeals with facts

analogous to the instant case. The first involved relocation of the Post Office in

Ukiah, California. ln that controversy, the petitioners appealed the Postal

Service's decision to relocate retail operations from the Ukiah Main Post Office to

the Ukiah Carrier Annex, located one mile away. The Commission concluded that

after retail services are transferred to the Ukiah Carrier Annex, customers will

continue to have the same level of access to retail services in the community.

Thus, the Commission found that the Postal Service's actions in Ukiah were a

relocation of retail services within the community, and therefore not subject to

e Orde, No. 804, PRC Docket No. A201 1-21, tJkiah Main Post Office, August 15,2011, al3-4
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appeal under sect¡on 404(d). PRC Order No. 804, PRC Docket No. A2011-21,

Ukiah Main Post Office (August 15, 2011) at 4.

The second involved an appeal regarding another Post Office located in

Venice, California. ln that proceeding, the Postal Service planned to relocate

retail operations 400 feet across the street. Even though petitioners argued that

the relocation amounted to a constructive closing, the Commission found this

argument unpersuasive and again concluded that "the planned relocation of the

Venice Main Post Office to the nearby carrier annex is not subject to review

under section 404(d)." PRC Order No.1166, PRC Docket No. 42012-17, Venice

Main Post Office (January 24, 2012) at 8.

The Postal Service's decision to transfer retail and delivery operations

from the Santa Monica Main Post Office to the Santa Monica Carrier Annex

constitutes a relocation as described in longstanding Commission precedent.

Here, the Postal Service is relocating operations within the same community, and

the former and future sites are located less than one mile apart. The Carrier

Annex is readily accessible to pedestrians through the use of paved sidewalks

and it is also accessible to customers who utilize public transportation through a

bus station located directly across the street. More importantly, the Annex offers

customers on-site and street parking whereas the Main Post Office location did

not. ln light of the current projections for declining mail volume and the Postal

Service's current financial crisis, the decision to relocate the Santa Monica Post

Office provides the Postal Service with the opportunity to offer the same level of

service to the community at reduced cost. See Exhibit 3.
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While the Petitioner argues that the Postal Service failed to comply "in a

number of instances"l0 with the procedural requirements of 39 C.F.R. $ 241.3 as

part of its decision to relocate the Santa Monica Main Post Office, these

procedures are inapplicable here because the facility is not being discontinued.

Rather, the Postal Service's decision here concerns a relocation under 39 C.F.R.

S 241.4 (and those regulations were followed).

Thus, 39 U.S.C. S 404(d) and 39 C.F.R. S 241.3 do not apply.

Accordingly, the Commission should dismiss the appeal.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated, the United States Postal Service respectfully

requests that the Postal Regulatory Commission dismiss this appeal for lack of

jurisdiction.

Respectfu lly subm itted,

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
By its attorneys.

Anthony F. Alverno
Chief Counsel, Global Business &
Service Development

Adriene M. Davis

475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20260-1 160
(202) 268-6306; Fax -5329
October 19,2012

1o Petition at fl 3 (1) - (3).
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EXHIBIT 1



PRC DOCKET No. A2013-1

SANTA MONICA POST OFFICE

EXHIBIT 1

Èt

August 17,2012

Dear Santa Monica Post Offic€ Box Customgr,

The U.S, Postal Service (USPS) has approved the. relocation of the Santa Monica Post
OfiTce, located at 1248 5ù St., tô the CärrierAnnex,.located at 1653 7h St, USPS plans to
sell the Santa Monica Post Office building afrer operations are moved. An implementation
date has not been detennined,

There will be no change in Santa Monlca Post Office Box numbers or ZIP Code.

A community meeting was held in Santa Monica on July 19, and a written public comment
period was open from June 26 through August 3, to gather customer comments. The
ielocation proposal and all public input recelved were then forwarded to USPS
Headquarters in Washington, D.C., where the decision was made.

This decision may be appealed for 15 days from the date of this notice, An appeal must be
postmarked by $ept, 3,2012, and mailed to:

Vice President, Facilities
Paclfic Facilities Service Office
1300 Evans Ave. Ste. 200
San Francisco CA %18E-0200

The Santa Monica Post Offïce relocation and building sale is part of a nationwide response
by the Postal Service to right-size its vast network, reduce costs and operate more efflciently
in the face of dramatic decreases in mail volume and revenue, and other economic factors.
The Postal Service does not receive tax dollars to fund its operationg and facilities,

Sincerely,

Frank Ocegueda
Ofücer-in-Charge



PRC DOCKET No. 42013-1 EXHIBIT 1

==r uM,':EDsfÂfEsE7

Aug 17 , 2012

Notice of Approval

Relocation of Santa Monica Post Office

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has approved the relocation of the
Santa Monica Post Office, located at 1248 5'n St., to the Carrier Annex,
located at 1653 7th St. USPS ptans to sell the Santa Monica Post Office
building after operations are moved. An implementation date has not
been determined.

There will be no change in Santa Monica Post Office Box numbers or
ZIP Code.

The reason behind this cost-reduction and revenue€eneration plan is
the alignment of USPS workforce and infrastructure with a 20 percent
drop in total mail volume over the past three years due to a diversion to
electronic communications and business transactions, and other
economic factors. USPS does not r.eceive tax dollars for its operations
or facilities.

This decision may be appealed for 15 days from the date of this posting.
An appeal must be postmarked by Sept. 3,2012, and mailed to:

Vice President, Facilitles
Pacific Facllities Seryice Offlce
1300 Evans Ave. Ste. 200
San Franclsco CA 94188-0200



PRC DOCKET No. 42013-1

=- UNITET'STATES
- --Z. aaSTÀLSERVICEø PO$îAL 0lEw8

Media Contact Richard Maher
(o)714€62€350
(c\714-307-0202

ich a ñ.i. m a h a r@ u sp s. g ov
usps.com/news

EXHIBIT 1

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Aug. 17,2012

Postal Service Approves Relocation of Santa Monica Post Office
Retail, PO Box seruice wll move /ess fhan a mile away to Carrier Annex

e U,S. PosÞl Service (USPS) announced
ica Post Ofüce, located at1248 5'St,, to
s are about .7 ol a mile apart.

today that lt has approved the
the Santa Monica Carrier Annex,

USPS plans to sEll the building at 1248 5ü St, after operations are relocated, A date for the move has not
been determined. There wlll be no change in Post Offtce Box numbers or ZIP Code,

Postal Service representatives held a community meeting ln Santa Monica on July 19, and a written
public comment period was open from June 26 hrough August 3, to gather publlc comments. The
relocation proposal and all public ¡nput received were then forwarded to USPS Headquarters in
Washington, D.C,, where the final decisíon was made,

The Santa Monica Post Office relocation and bullding sale is part of a nationwide response by USPS to
right-size its vast network, reduce costs and operate more efficiently in the face of dramatic decreases in
mail volume and revenue, and other economic factors, Total mall volume has dropped 20 percent in the
past three years.

This declsion may be appealed within 15 days to:

Vice Presiden[ Facilities
Pacific Facilities Service Office
1300 Evans Ave. Ste, 200
San Francisco CA 94188-0200

fhe Postal Service does nqt receive tax dollars to fund its operations and facilities,

###

Pþaee Notc: For broadcast qualþ virieo and audlo, photo Btllls and other medle r€eourcê€, vlslt the USPS i.¡êwsroom at
vvwut.usps,ætry'rcws,

A æll+upprting goremrn€nt oflbrpriso, lhe U.S, Posbl SeMæ þ üre only ddlvery ssrrk€ üìat readì6 every address ln lhe naüoil - 151 mllllon rcs'¡lencæ,

busineæes ard
servioes to fund lEs

annual |€vgnu9 rank

35ú ln ltre 2011 Forlune 500. ln æ11, Odord Stnþgh Conurltlng ranked üÉ U,S. Poslal 0ervlæ nurnber one ln owrall ænriæ perfurmanæ of he posb ¡n fie
þp æ lveslüleot nslþns in üe world. Blæk Entarpdse and Hrspanb Eusiness magay'nes ranked üìe fusbl Sew¡æ as a l€ader ln worlíorce diventity, lhe
PæÞl Sen¡læ hæ been nansd be lvbctTn¡sted Gover¡rnent Agarcy forsir years and the slx$ lrodTruslÞd BtFins ln the rnüon by üa Poflsnon lnstlfuto,

Fdlo{ ûþ Pogbl Sorviæ on @!uüef,gqn&$P$ and atlü0úhiÞ@Å.@ll$P$



11

EXHIBIT 2



PRC DOCKET No. A2013-1

SANTA MONICA POST OFFICE

EXHIBIT 2
t

-- UN'TEDSTATESz7
June26,2012

Dear Santa Monica Post Office Box Customer,

The U,S, PostalService (USPS) is proposing the relocation of the Santa Monica Post Ofüce,
located at124E 5ü St., to the Santa Monica Canier Annex building, located at 1653 7t' St.
The Canier Anne1 located less than a míle from the Post Office, cunently does not offer
public retail service or Post Office Box delivery.

lf the move is approved, there would be no change to Post Office Box numbers or ZIP
Codes. Post Office Box cr¡stomers who use the optional street address format under
Enhanced PO Box Service would have to change to using the address of the new location.

Customer input on this proposed relocat¡on is welcome. A public meeting will be held to
explain the proposal and hear comments from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 19,2012,
atthe Ken Eduards Center, 1527 4b St. #106, in Santa Monica.

Written comments are also being accepted untilAug. 3, 2012. Please submit written
comments to:

Diana Alvarado
Pacific Facilities Service Ofrìce
U.S, PostalService
f300 Evans Ave. Ste, 200
San Francisco CA 941884200

The reason behind the proposalis the realignment of USPS inftastructure to a 2Gpercent
drop in total mail volume over the past three yearc, brought about by the diversion to
electronic communication and business transadions. USPS does not receive tax dollars for
its operations or facilities, but coì/ers costs solely through the revenue received from the
sale of its produc*s and services.

The Postal Service is in a very serious f¡nancial situation and is facing insolvency. Every
opportunity to rcduce expenses and generate revenue is being considered in order to
maintain universal seMce to our customers. lf this relocation is approved, USPS anticipates
selling the cunent Santa Monica Post Office building.

Sincerely,

Frank Ocegueda
Officer-in-Charge



PRC DOCKET No. A.2013-1 EXHIBIT 2

June 2ô, 2012

Notice of Public Meeting and Comment Period
for Proposed Relocation of Santa Monica Post Office

) is proposing the relocation of the Santa Monica
St., to the Santa Monica Carrier Annex building,
lities are less than a mile apart.

lf the move is approved, there would be no impact on letter carrier delivery to the
City's residents and businesses, and no change to Post Office Box numbers or
ZIP Codes.

Public input on this proposed relocation is wele,ome. A public meeting will be held
to explain the proposal and hear comments from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thuæday,
July 19, 2012, at the Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4h St. #106, Santa Monica.

Written comments are also being accepted until Aug. 3,2012. Please submit
written comments to:

Diana Alvarado
Pacific Facilities Service Office
U.S. Postal Service
1300 Evans Ave. Ste.200
San Francisco CA 941E8-8200

The reason behind the proposal is the realignment of USPS infrastructure to a
2O-percent drop in total mailvolume over the past three years, brought about by
the diversion to electronic oommunication and business transactions..USPS does
not receive tax dollars for its operations or facilities, but covers costs solely
through the revenue received from the sale of its products and services.

The Postal Service is in a very serious financialsituation and is facing insolvency.
Every opportunity to reduce expenses and generate revenue is being considered
in order to maintain universal service to our customers, lf this relocation is
approved, USPS anticipates selling the cunent Santa Monica Post Off¡ce
building.



PæTALffiWS
EXHIBIT 2

FOR IMMEONTE RELEASE
Jun28,2012

Media coñtact: Ricf¡ard Maher
71+66243s0

rí ch a d.j, m a l'e.r@u s p s. gov
usps.conlnews

Public meet¡ng to be held July 19 on proposed
relocat¡on of Santa lllonica Post Office

SANTA MONICA, CA-The U.S, PostalService (USPS) the Santa
Monica Post Office, located at1?46 5s St, to üre Santa M located at 1653
7t St, The Santa Monica Canier Annex, located less than unenty does
not offer public retail seruice and Post Ofñce Box dalivery.

lf the move is approved, there would be no impact on letter canier delivery to the City's residents and
businesses, and no cñange to Post Office Box numbers o¡ ZIP Codes.

Public input on thiE relocation is welcome. A public meeting will be held to explain the proposal and
hear comments at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 19, 2012, althe Ken Edwards Center, 1527 4"' St #1 06, in
Santa Monica.

WrÍtten comments are also being accepted until Aug. 3,2012. Please submit written comrnents b:

Diana Alvarado
PacÍfic Facilities Service Office
U.S. PostalService
1300 Evans Ave. Ste. 200
San Francisco CA 94188{200

Plans call br no reduction in service to the residents and businesses of Santa Moníca. There are
currenüy thrêe USPS retail tacilities in Santa Monica and.here will ramain three if the relocation is
approved and implemented. The oher USPS retail facilities are Ocean Park Station af'2720 Neilson
Way, and Will Rogers Station at12'17 Wlshire Blvd.

The reason behind the proposal is the realignment of USPS infrastucture to a 2O-percent drop in total
mail volume over the past three years, brought about by the diversÍon to electronic communication and
business Fansactions. USPS does not receive tax dollars br its operations or facilities, but covers
costs solety through the revenue received from the salE of its products and services.

The Postal Service is in a very serious financial situation and is facing iñsoNency. Every opportunþ to
reduce expenses and generate revenue is being considered in order to maintain universal seMce to
our customers. lf üris relocation is approved, USPS anücipates selllng the cunent Santa Monica Post
Office building.

###

A s€É€uppoilng gor€rrunffteiltêrprbc, üe U,S, Pod S€rvþo ietìe mly delircry sÊryÌæüat ßaolË eËy åddE6s h the n¿lion - 15,l rüsl
resfencæ, h¡sh¿.çses and Post Offoer Boxes. Ile Poshl Son lcer r€oelyæ m bx ddhe for operaürE expènses, and æIes on ün ob d posbç,
prodücb snd servlcæ b fund lb operaü0n6. Wlü 32,m Elat þcaüqls end h€ mõt tEqu€rlüy vbþd r€òstb h tlB Ède¡d gcreflnenü ¡ryccon¡o, ÛÞ

Po€ülSfi,icoha!aüìualrtvcnßdmattrantôSbllliura¡rddetwsn€¿l'y40perffitdüewold'snan ffitu¡eæapdvaÞætbtconpany,tlrU.8.
Po€ûd Soflrlce Hü nnk 36ür h üre 2011 Fodune 5([. h æ11, Oftd Sffigþ CqrullirU ruked üþ U.S. Pæþl Sen¡iæ nunùø on€ [t ov€rd seruttÊ

polfonrnæ of üre trûts in üe bp æ wÌüì¡(d nãl¡ins h üre woÈ. Ebdr Ertlwpdse and ¡#Ð€nÆ &rsh€ss nngazfns mnked tlp Posbl Seryiæ æ a

leaOer ¡n rvormrce dlvEnúty, The PGûl Servþe has Þcl named üìe lbl Tnßbd Govemrrglt Agffcy fr]r sk yean and he sbdt Mct TnJsÞd Bt¡siness ¡n

fte nation bytlr Ponenpn lrstih¡þ.

Foilor üe FÀlaf So uiæ o¡t t¡ru.tvfrerwrlUSPS atd çvr..f¿rlÉ,cd,<.æt¡tl,lJSPS
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EXHIBIT 3



. PRC DOCKET No. 42013-1 EXHIBIT 3

I

Oonocted Flnal Declrlon
Relocatlon of Retall Serulces ln Santa lUonlca, Callfomla

October 4,2012

ln accordance wlth the procedures get forth n
of the United States Pogtal Service ("Postal
retallservices from the $anta Monlca Maln
Monlca Post Office") to the Santa Monlca C
Mqnics Carrier Annet'). The Postal Servlce announcsd lts decl$lon to relscate retail
seryic€s on August 1ã,2012, The Postal Service received requests for review from the
Clty of Santa Monica; the 9anta Monica Conservancy;the Wlshire Montana
Neighborhood Coalltlon; thg Los Angeles Conservansy; the North of Montqna
Associatlon, and approximately forty postal customers (collectively refeneC to as
ncustonærE'). I have carefully consldered all of the concerns expressed ln pach of the
requests for revlew along with the conplete proþctfile relatlng to the relocation
proposal. Whlle I am sympahetlc to the concems raised, for the reasona set forth
belorv, lwill not set aslde the Postal $ervice'g initial decision,

The concems ralsed by the organlzallons and customers can be groupd into lhe
follorvirlg areas: (l) lrnpac't on histgric reeourc€s; (2) closure ve, reloçation; and
(3) negative lrnpact the loss of aervlces ln the Santa Monlca Post Offfce will have on
the conmunlty. Each of these lesuee is addressod belowl

I Hlsûorlc Regourp€s

The Santa Monlca Fost Ofrice was construded ln 1937 and is eligible br listing in the
Natlonal Register of Hlstorlc'Plaoes. The oganizationg and customers express concem
that the buildlng will be sold into prlvate ownership and the bulldlng's hlstorl0 featursg
wlll nqt be preserved, TherE- ls also concom regarding the appllcabllity of Sectlon 106
of the National Hlstorio Preservatlon Act ('NHPA"),

the gÖalof $eçtlon 100, nordoes S€stion
106 require a buslness to continue to oþerate ln a hlstorlc property,

t apply to.thls deo¡pion to rçtôçâta be'cause.the relócatlon of'retall

"n'r*Uãnãki"il 
*iihf" ttre meaniqg of geetlon fOo, Ah r¡nderhlrlng lq a
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sprojcct, actlvity or program" that çan result in changes ln character or us€ of hlstorlc
properties. The relocqtlon of ietall serviaes does not alter the charactor of the Santá
Monlca Post Office bulldlng nor does lt change the uses that can be made'of the
property, There will bo no Tunderlakingr withln the rneanlng of the NHPA until the
Postal Service proceeds wlth the transfer of the Post Ofüce buildlng from Postal
Servlce ownership to private ownershlp.

ll. Clo¡ulp vonr¡s RelocatlÖn

The City of Santa Monlca asserts that the declslon to relocate the Santa Monlca Post
Offlce is a ænsolldation and should be reviewed in accordance wlth the proædures br
discontlnuance of a Post Offce set forth in 39 C,F.R ,241.3, Moving the retall servlces
cunently located at the Santa Monlca Maln Office to the Santa Monica Carrier Annex
falfs under 39 C,F,R, 241,4 and le considered tq be a relocatlon becauge customerg wlll
eontinup lo have the sanre level of accesg to rotall ærvices ln the communlty'afier retall
eewlçes are hansferred tö the Santa Monlca Carrler Annex, Morcover, the Annex is
only 0,9 mlle away from the ganta Monlca Poet,Offlce, The Carrier Annex's arriay of
servlçe wlll be expanded to includg retail Eervlce ln llght of the rclocatlon, Hence;
these fac.tors make clear that this action is e relocation. The Postal gervlqe took sirnllar
actlons ln Ukiah, Californla, and Venioe, Callfornla, and the Postal Regulatory
Conmission afllnrBd the PogtalServiceis treatrnent of these actions ai relocations,

lll. lmpact on the Communlty

The customers and organlzatlons argue that the relocation dt ttre retall servlcçs wlll
result in loss of pedastrlan access topostal services bEcause they belleve the new

rs and ls lnconvenlent for those who rely,on
valld. The Santa Monica Carrler Anrtex is

lca'Post Ofüce and ls readily accegsiblg
$onlca Carrler Annex.ls also ; 

'

public tranglt as a bus gtatlon ls directly across the street, The
f the llght rall eystem wlll not impede sustomer aceess by foot or car. The
Carrier Annex.will provlde cur and on e.

loçation
rive yelr

, tnd,eoogfllmodates the retall
bulldllrg, Addltlonally, the

takes lnto conslderation the cost of reloçatl
snd malntenanca,,labor. l

',. 
1

:ln rgaching.thle decigion, l,eonsldored'all of the:þublic lnput leoelved, but the obJectlons '

'øryy9seed do notoutweþh the piactfe?l:qnd operatisnal,þenefite foi both the:Pbstal
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Seruice and its customefs¡ as well as the flnanclal exlgencles faclng the Postal Servlæ.
With current proþctiong fordecllnlng malf volume and the frnancial condltion of the
Postal Servloe, the Postal Servlce has a duty to make'sn¡¡ feaslble change to reluce
costg and generale revenue. 'As our custorr€ rB are no doubt awars, the Postal Servlce
lc gustained by the sales of lts products and gervices. lt has an obllgatlon to match,ite
relall and dletriþutlon networlrg to the demand for lþ eervioes.from customers. Whllc. .

the Postal Servlce is not Inp'ensitlve to the lnpas,t of.thls decislon on lts custonærs and'
the Santa Monlea communlty, he relocation of the Ssnta Monica Fost Offlae ls ln the
best interest of the Postal Servlce and lts custornerg.

Accordlngly, I concludê that there is no basls to set aslde the declslon to
Santa Utõnica Post Ofrlce ,1248 5h gtrþet, to the $anta lvlonlca Canler A rh

Street. Thiç Is the final declsion of the Poetal Servlaa.wlth regpect lo thls.
there is no further right to admlnistratlve orJudlclal.revlew of thls declslon, . :

T
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